[image: image1.jpg]







Help!  Trouble at Roanoke!
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        SOS–Message in a Bottle 
                      http://www.masshistoria.net
Due Date:  Monday, October 20, 2014
Imagine. . .   You are one of the English settlers who went with John White to Roanoke Island in 1587.  Something happens to the settlers, and only you know what that is.  You will write an “SOS—Message in a Bottle” and throw it in the Atlantic Ocean, hoping that it will reach SOMEONE -- ANYONE  back in England.
Be sure to:      (See Rubric on back for specifics.)
1.
Explain who you are (name) and why you left England to go to Roanoke.
2.
Summarize the historical information accurately using your resources.
3.
Describe where you are located. (Are you hiding?)  Describe what happened to the 

other Roanoke colonists.  (Are they still with you, or did you all separate?)
4.
Be creative.  Make up your own scenario (story) as to what might have actually 

happened to the Roanoke settlers.  You can use some of the theories that are out there.  5.
Explain how the reader of the message can help you (if he/she can help at all)..
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How to “Tea” Paper
Materials:

You can use the brown lunch bag that I supplied or you can do the process of “Teaing Paper” to give it that old-paper look.  To do this you simply soak many tea bags in warm water.  Then, crumple and unfurl the paper.  You then submerge or barely dip the paper in the tea, depending on how dark you want the paper.  Let it dry.  Some people cut or burn the edges of the paper, but let your parents do this for you.  Then, you write on the paper.  Or, you can print the paper FIRST in your printer and then tea it.  The ink should not run.
NOTE: Pencil will not show up very well, so use ink or marker.  Roll up and place your message (with your real name on back) in a bottle and bring it to school on the due date.
Resources:
1.
Your textbook, page 69 (top) and 70.
 


2.
The Internet
3.
The attached Fact Sheet with the theories, supplied by Mr. P!

4.
The video clip and PPT we viewed in class.  
Name_____________________________________________    Section____________________
R U B R I C       This counts as a TEST GRADE!!









Points

Student
Teacher
Historical Information

On top, write the DATE that you are writing the letter.  

5

______
______

It has to be between November 1587 (when White left for 

England) and August 1590 (when White returned).

Explain who you are and the reason(s) why 


10

______
______
you left England to start this new colony.

Mention your expedition leader, the artist John White, 

10

______
______
who was appointed governor of the colony.
Give the correct year that you had landed 



5

______
______

on Roanoke Island (July 22, 1587).  

Explain that you, the settlers, asked John White to sail 

10

______
______

back to England to get needed supplies and to get HELP 

because YOU fear another Indian attack.  

(White left in late 1587 has not yet returned from England.)

Make up your own scenario as to what happened to the “Lost Colony”– Be Creative
What happened to you? (Make up your own scenario

15

______
______

as to what REALLY happened.)  You can use the theories.



 
Where you are located?





10

______
______
What happened to the others?  You can use the theories.

10

______
______
Why did you carve “CRO” into a nearby tree?  


15

______
______
(What does C-R-O mean?) (Be creative!)

Message turned in inside a bottle.




10

______
______








====================================

TOTAL POINTS






100

______
______






Teaing the paper = Extra Credit!!




+ 3

______
______
“Early Bird Special” (Hand in Friday, 10/17)


+ 2

______
______






Final Grade = ______________________________________
Fact sheet
The First Attempt to Colonize Roanoke
Sir Walter Raleigh received a charter from Queen Elizabeth of England to establish a colony in the area of North America known as Virginia.  In 1585, he financed the first attempt to colonize Roanoke Island, off the coast of present-day North Carolina.  While the party was exploring the Virginia coast and the local native tribes, the settlers accused Indians of the Aquascogoc village of stealing a silver cup.  In retaliation, the English settlers burned the village and killed the chief.  The settlers then set up a colony on the north end of Roanoke Island.  This was the first English settlement in North America!!  They routinely kidnapped local Indian tribal leaders and held them for ransom, even though they relied on these “savages” for food and supplies.  In 1586, they returned to England, leaving behind about 15 soldiers at Roanoke to protect Raleigh’s claim to Virginia.
The Second Attempt to Colonize Roanoke

In 1587, Sir Walter Raleigh dispatched a second expedition of 117 colonists (men, women, and children) to Roanoke to set up a colony.  John White, an artist and friend of Raleigh who went on the previous expeditions, was to lead the trip and was named the governor of the future colony.  They arrived at Roanoke Island on July 22, 1587, and searched for the 15 soldiers that were left there.  They found the fort abandoned and in shambles.  They found the bones of one of the 15 soldiers.
On August 18, 1587, John White’s daughter, Elinor, gave birth to a baby girl, Virginia Dare.  She was the first English child to be born in America.  Soon after, they tried to re-establish relations with the Croatoan Indians on nearly Croatoan Island.  They also tried to make up with Indians that the previous settlers had attacked, but the Indians would not meet with the new colonists.  Then, a colonist, George Howe, was killed by Indians while alone searching for crabs in the sound.  Because of this, and knowing what the previous colonists did to the Indians, the colonists now feared for their lives.  Also, supplies were very low.  So, they convinced White to return to England to get HELP (soldiers) and to get more supplies.  Late in 1587, White sailed back to England, leaving behind his daughter & baby granddaughter.  He said he would back in spring.  Delayed by the Spanish Armada (a fleet of ships that attempted to invade England), White did not return to Roanoke for 3 years.
When White and his crew returned to Roanoke on August 18, 1590, (on the day of his granddaughter’s 3rd birthday) he found the settlement deserted.  There was no trace of the 90 men, 17 women, and 11 children, and there was no sign of a battle or struggle.  They had all disappeared!!  All of the houses and fortifications had been taken apart.  This is why they are called the LOST COLONY!!
The Only Clues

The only clues were the letters CRO carved on a nearby tree and the word CROATOAN carved into a doorpost in the fort.  Before White had left, he told the colonists to carve the symbol of the Maltese Cross on a nearby tree if they were in trouble (attacked).  No symbol was found.
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To this day, we have no clue what happened to the colonists.  It is become known as “The Lost Colony”.  It is one of history’s mysteries.  But there are several theories.  




TURN OVER. . . . . .
What happened to the “Lost Colony”?

The Theories. . . .
THEORY #1 – THEY JOINED A TRIBE OF FRIENDLY INDIANS – THE  CROATOANS

This theory states they joined and blended with the Croatoan Indians and maybe with other tribes as well.
THEORY #2 – THE LUMBEE CONNECTION
This theory says they joined and blended with a tribe of friendly Indians, called Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina.  As early as 1719, some of the tribe’s members had the same last names as some of the Roanoke colonists, like Dial, Hyatt, and Taylor.  Plus, later English settlers reported that the tribe had gray eyes and spoke English.  If this theory is true, then the Roanoke colonists are NOT LOST, their genes can be found today in the people living in Robeson County, North Carolina!!!!!!!!
THEORY #3 – ALIVE IN TUSCARORA!!

There are accounts from a Jamestown colonist in 1608 that some of the Roanoke colonists were still alive and living in Tuscarora Country in North Carolina.  This is shown in a 1608 map (the “Zuniga Map”) drawn by Jamestown colonist Francis Nelson.
THEORY #4 – KILLED BY NATIVES

This theory states that the colonists were killed by natives, possibly in retaliation for the attack on the Indians by the first expedition.

THEORY #5 – CANNIBALS

An archaeologist has stated that the Lost Colony was eaten by cannibals.

THEORY #6 – LOST AT SEA


Perhaps they tried to sail back to England on the pinnace and small ships that John White had left them and were lost at sea.

THEORY #7 – STARVATION

Maybe due to a drought, they experienced a serious food shortage and died of starvation.

THEORY #8 – ATTACKED AND KILLED BY THE SPANISH

This theory states that the Spanish in Spanish Florida, who had been searching for the English Colony, found it and attacked it.  (They had attacked French forts in South Carolina and Florida, and killed the French settlers!!)

THEORY #9 – UFOs and ALIEN ABDUCTION????!!!!
Yes, there are even theories that UFOs landed and Aliens abducted the colonists.  But, there is no evidence to suggest that E.T. abducted the colonists!
http://history.howstuffworks.com/american-history/roanoke-colony.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roanoke_Colony
